
Example Personal Statement 
 
I want to study English Literature at university because I love books and words and stories and 
want to learn more about them. I believe that only a rigorous university course will provide the 
necessarily systematised structure that will allow my reading to develop, particularly in areas such 
as literary history. To some extent this structure has been offered by my A levels in English 
Literature and History, but these have only whet my appetite for further study, and for combining 
the subject's two approaches where appropriate. 
 
Additionally, I am especially interested in issues of translation and literary translation. I made this 
the topic of my extended essay this year for my A level English Literature course, and it is an area 
that I would love to investigate further with the benefit of a more thorough and informed 
theoretical perspective of the sort that an English Literature degree could offer. 
 
My interest in translation is prominent in my decision to study French to A level, which has allowed 
me to explore some of the issues of translation in literary and non-literary contexts. I plan to spend 
a gap year working as an au pair with a family in Nice, with duties focused on helping to teach their 
two young children English. I hope that this will give me further opportunities to examine 
questions of translation, as well as to continue to get to know French culture. 
 
As my decision to move abroad to work demonstrates, I am a confident and outgoing person with 
good interpersonal communication skills. I am keen to communicate in any way I can, and have 
explored several different avenues with great success. In addition to speaking conversational 
French – initially honed on holidays with my family to the south of France – I have dabbled in 
creative writing in a variety of contexts. I have written poetry which won the school's poetry prize 
in 2014, and I also regularly write a fashion blog and update its YouTube channel, again with some 
success: I now have over 10,000 views for each new video I upload. 
 
My other big extra-curricular interest is in hockey, which I have played both for the school and for 
my local club for more than ten years. Hockey has taught me the value of determination, and the 
virtues of working and accepting criticism as part of a team. It has made me resilient and helped 
me to respond positively to criticism. 
 
I believe that these personal qualities and intellectual interests will allow me to thrive within a 
university setting. I am eager to use my current knowledge of French and English literatures within 
my studies more broadly than I am able to at A level; but, more than this, I am eager to discover 
the gaps in my knowledge and understanding so that I can fill them. I recognise that there is still 
much I have to learn, particularly in relation to more theoretical perspectives on translation issues 
and issues of cultural influence, and I believe that an English Literature degree would be the 
perfect way to further my development. 


